
AN EVENING
CONSIDERING

MARY MAGDALENE
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Who Is Mary Magdalene?

➢ Jesus drove out the seven demons (Luke 8:2)

➢ Pope Gregory conflates her with the penitent 

woman among others

➢ Present at Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection 

(John 20)

➢ First Apostle, “Apostle to the Apostles”. Pope 

Francis raised her to the same level as the 

male Apostles with a feast day.

➢ One of Jesus’ closest followers (Luke 8:3)
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WHO IS MARY MAGDALENE?

"AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS" 
BY LAWRENCE, OP

"THE THREE MARYS" BY JACI XIII "ST MARY MAGDALENE SEES THE 
RISEN LORD" BY LAWRENCE OP

MARY TELLING THE APOSTLES OF THE 
RESURRECTION" BY JAMES MCNELLIS

licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0. licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0.
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Mary Magdalene

This evening’s Lectio Divina centers on the 

Gospel of John 20:1-2, 11-18 in two parts:

➢ The Resurrection of Jesus

➢ Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene
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"The Risen Lord meets Mary Magdalene" by Lawrence OP is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0.



LECTIO DIVINA

John 20:1-2, 11-18

➢ LECTIO
➢ MEDITATIO
➢ ORATIO
➢ CONTEMPLATIO
➢ ACTIO
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LECTIO: Read the passage slowly and 
carefully
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The Resurrection of Jesus

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had 
been removed from the tomb. So, she ran and went to 
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus 
loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of 
the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.”
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Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into 
the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had 
been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do 
not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around 
and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said 
to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing 
him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She 
turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said 
to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But 
go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, 
to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, 
“I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.



MEDITATIO: Think Deeply
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The Resurrection of Jesus

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had 
been removed from the tomb. So, she ran and went to 
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus 
loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of 
the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.”
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Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into 
the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had 
been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do 
not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around 
and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said 
to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing 
him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She 
turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said 
to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But 
go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, 
to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, 
“I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.



ORATIO: Conversation with God
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The Resurrection of Jesus

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had 
been removed from the tomb. So, she ran and went to 
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus 
loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of 
the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.”
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Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into 
the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had 
been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do 
not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around 
and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said 
to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing 
him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She 
turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said 
to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But 
go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, 
to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, 
“I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.



CONTEMPLATIO: Resting in God
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The Resurrection of Jesus

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had 
been removed from the tomb. So, she ran and went to 
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus 
loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of 
the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.”



2024 Mary Magdalene, Week 6 13

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into 
the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had 
been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do 
not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around 
and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said 
to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing 
him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She 
turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said 
to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But 
go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, 
to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, 
“I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.



ACTIO: Go and do Likewise

WHEN IN MY LIFE HAVE 
I BEEN TRANSFORMED?

HOW CAN THE 
EXPERIENCES OF MARY 

MAGDALENE INSPIRE ME TO 
BECOME TRANSFORMED IN 

MY PERSONAL  
ENCOUNTERS WITH 

JESUS?
HAVE I HEARD GOD CALL 

MY NAME? HOW DO I 
RESPOND WHEN GOD 
CALLS ME BY NAME?

HOW DO I SHARE THE 
GOOD NEWS OF THE 

RESURRECTION?

DO I RESPOND WITH JOY 
AS AN APOSTLE TO THE 

APOSTLES?



THE 
MAGDALENE’S 
BLESSING
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